
 
 

Examination VAT Rates database of the EU 

On the use of the database: 
Lack of guidance for merchants: which version is the current one? 
See https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/business/vat_en 

 

Link leads to version 2.3.0 

 

 

  



 
 
Via Google Search you find version 3.20.0: 
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/tedb/taxSearch.html 

 

Missing page content makes use and orientation difficult: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer in version 2.3.0 („The Commission cannot be held responsible“): 
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/tic/ 

 



 
 
 

Example of a search in the EU VAT Rates database and  
comparison with the results according to eClear VATRules 
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/tedb/vatSearchForm.html 

 

 

Searching CN-Code: 2106 90 92 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
Search result for Germany: 

 

 

For Germany, the standard rate of 19% is shown.  

However, the reduced VAT rate of 7% applies (as can also be read in Annex 2 to the Value Added 
Tax Act; line 41: https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/ustg_1980/anlage_2.html). 

 

Search result for Greece: 

 

 

For Greece, the reduced VAT rate of 13% applies on the 2106 (first 4 digits of the CN code). 
Whether the reduction then actually applies is stated in the explanation ("Comments") on the 
righthand side. For the merchant this means a manual evaluation whether his products are 
actually subject to the reduced VAT rate in Greece. 

  



 
 
Updates: 

So far, we have not been able to trace an immediate import of updates (e.g. temporary changes). 

An easily comprehensible example from last year (database query on 27 October 2020):  
The temporary reduction of the VAT rate to 16% or 5% was not displayed. 

 

 

 

In summary: 

The VAT Rates database of the EU contains a lot of information; however, the final statement as 
to whether the product is reduced or regularly taxed cannot be made by the merchant without 
further ado.  

The above-mentioned examples prove that reliable and robust information is not possible via this 
database. 

 

Status of the review: 16 June 2021 

 


